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Moral Degradation in the Society
[bookmark: _GoBack]The decay of moral values in the society is what generally known as moral degradation. There are various ways in which this phenomenon manifests itself in both the contemporary society and the past societies. In various literary arts, authors have used characters and incidents to explain what moral decay in the society is and expose the ways it affects people.  An example of such literary texts is The Little Prince by Antione de Saint-Exupery. Generally, the story is about a little prince from another small planet who makes an adventure of the earth with the aim of finding the behavior of the people. In the trips made to seven different planets, the prince encountered various people whose character is meant to critique the element of immorality in the society. Also there are other three texts including; Eugenie Grandet by Honore de Balzac; Bel-Ami by Guy de Maupassant and Bel-Ami by Guy de Maupassant. 
All of the four literary texts the theme of Moral degradation in the Society ve been brought out, but there are notable variations. The character of the drunkard may directly represent the drunkard or may be a symbol of people who shamelessly indulge in immoral activities to satisfy their guilty conscious (de Saint-Exupéry 34). This character may be compared with other shameless characters for example, in Bel-Ami there are various accounts of sexual immorality with Duroy being a regular culprit. He indulges in intimacy Mme Walter, the daughter of the owner of the newspaper where he is the editor, regardless of the fact that he is married to Madeleine (De Maupassant 23). On the other hand, Madeleine also engages he self in the adulterous venture by sleeping with Monsieur Laroche-Mathieu who is her lover. She ends being caught which consequently leads to a divorce. The general idea is indulgence in shameful immoral activities but they are portrayed differently in the two texts.
 Also, the example of a king who rules no subject is an expression of bad leadership that is there in the society where people are ruled against their will. Comparing this incident with the other texts, in Bel-Ami, Georges Duroy’s rise to prominence is characterized by a lot of incidents where used dubious means to rise to power. He is involved a lot of corruption activities that propels him to rise and become an editor in after a few years of practicing journalism. The same idea of hunger for power and corruption is presented but in a different way
The charatcter of the goegrapher in The Little Prince can be compared to Felix in Honore de Balzac’s Eugenie Grandet. The society in this text is driven by materialism where people do everything with the aim of acquiring more and more wealth. Various suitors are presented to Felix for a hand in marriage of daughter with the aim of acquiring his inheritance. But Felix is wise enough to keep them off. Also, Felix plots to profit himself after the death of his brother who was declared bankrupt tells Cruchot des Bonfons that he plans to liquidate the property of his brother Guillaume to save the reputation of their family name when in real sense he is profits oriented (De Balzac 19). The variation in these two cases is that materialism is directly presented in Eugenie while in the Little Prince the geographer is materialistic in a metaphoric way because he seats in the office and gets paid for the work he has not done. In The Plague by Albert Camus the plague in this play is a symbol of the overall rot of morals in our society. The rats are the symbol of the various causes of immorality in the society (Camus 15). On the other hand, The Little Prince uses the society itself as the symbol for the decay in the society. There is no symbolism because the prince talks directly about how the people of the earth lack morals.
In conclusion, this essay compares the various ways in which the theme of moral decay in the society has been brought forth in different literary texts. As much as the theme is the same in all the texts, the authors use different techniques. From the analysis it is therefore evident that such literary works can be a proper tool for the propagation of various incidents that occur in the society. [image: https://ssl.gstatic.com/ui/v1/icons/mail/images/cleardot.gif]
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